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I COR. XI. I, 


Be ye Followers of Me, even as T alſo am of 
CEHERIST. | 


carry an entire Senſe within themſelves, 


> without any Dependance upon, or Con- 
nection with wh went before; and in this 
Latitude taken, they contain in them, 


. conſider theſe Words as they 


Firſt, A Duty in general; Be ye Followers 
of me —. 

Secondly, A Reſtriction or Limitation, ne- 
ceſſary to be obſerved in the Diſcharge of it. 
We are to imitate the Apoſtle's Example fo 
far and no farther than even as he alſo imitat- 


ed the. Holy Jrsus; even as T alſo am of 
Chriſt. | 


When I have handled theſe two Points, I 
ſhall, Thirdly and laſtly, conclude with ſhow- 


ing you how exactly this Precept was fulfilled 
by the Bleſſed Martyr of the Day. 


I ſhall begin, %, with the Duty in gene- 
ral; Be ve Fulloxvrs of me. And here St Paul 
| A 2 does 
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dies not exclude; neither ſhall I, the reſt of 


4 


the-Apoſtles from being Patterns equally wor- 


thy of Imitation with himſelf : for, in Phil. 
iii, 17. he admoniſhes the Brethren to be Fol- 
lowers together .of him, an mark them which 
walk fo, as they had them for an Enſample: 

That is, the Apoſtles for an Enſample. And 
our Obligation in this Extent, will evidently 

7 77 from the following Particulars, 

, From the great Help, and forwarding 
Aftance, good Examples in general are to 
us, in ſucceſsfully running our Chriſtian Race. 
2dly, From the ſuperior Excellency of the 
Apoſtolical Examples, above others, to that 
End. 3dly, From God's ſetting before us 
_ thoſe primitive Patterns, and propoſing them 
to our Imitation. 

Firſt then ; Our Obligation herein will evi- 
dently appear, from the great Help, and for- 

warding Aſſiſtance, good Examples in general 
are to us, in ſucceſsfully running our Chriſtian 
Race. 

Of all forts of Teaching, there is none to 
be compared to the Prevalency of a good Ex- 
ample: Men are more apt to be ſway'd by 
Authority, and follow a Precedent, than to 


obey Inſtruction, or be moved by the moſt 


pathetick Diſcourſes. Rules are but dead 
Letters, and like Inſcriptions on Statues in 
croſs and dubious Roads, only point out to 
us the Way wherein we ſhould walk, but 
conduct us not a Step forward in it. But 
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Trial of our Virtue; yet thele Difficulties are 
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good Examples are living Guides, they lead 
as well as inſtruct; take us as it were by the 


Hand, and tread the Path before us; direct 
us by their Goings, how we are to regulate 
our own; ſhew us not only what is our Du- 
ty, but withal the moſt plain and compendi- 
ous, the moſt graceful and beſt becoming 
Manner of doing it; and that without any 

open Rebuke, or publick Upbraiding : A 
Way moſt agrecable, molt taking, and apt to 
work moſt: kindly with us, and make the 
quickeſt and deepeſt Impreflions upon us. 

And not only ſo, but good Examples finooth 
the Way, and remove all thoſe ſlothiſul and 
idle Objections, which Men are apt to raiſe in 
Excuſe of their Neglect of Duty; the moſt 
common and obvious of which, is the Im- 
practicableneſs of the Laws of Gov. They 
reſolve the Commandments impoflible ; and 
ſo, without making any Experiment, pro- 
nounce Abſolution, and diſcharge themſelves 
from obeying them: Or at leaſt they look 
upon them as hard and rigorous to the laſt 
Degree, and ſo have no Inclination to engage 
in the Performance of them. 

Now by Virtue of good 1 theſe 
and ſuch like Charges are found Lying Accu- 
ſations, mere frivolous and groundleſs Preten- 
ces: For though there are ſome Difficulties in 
our Duty, without which there could be no 


not 
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not, it is certain, inſuperable, by reaſon Men 
like ourſelves, ſubject to the fame Paſſions 
that we are, and encompaſſed about with the 
like Infirmities, and ſupported by no other 
Helps than what are, or will be for aſking, 
afforded us, have been able to ſurmount them. 

Nor can the Commands of Go p be thought 
even grievous, when by Experience we ſee ſo 

delight to exerciſe themſelves in the 
Zen of the LoRD, and have ſuch Reſpect 
unto the Ways of his Commandments. And to 
be well aſſured of the Practicableneſs of our 
Duty, and that no intolerable Things are re- 
quired at our Hands, 1s great Encouragement 
to us chearfully to undertake it. 

And good Examples not only obviate all 
ſuch lazy Excuſes, but are alſo great Excite- 
ments to us to go and do hkewiſe; to ſtir us 
up to a religious and virtuous Emulation. — 
There is a ſtrange kind of Charm in Exam- 
ple: It powerfully awakens our Attention, 
and moves our Affections; inſenſibly gains the 
Heart and commands the Will, and fo capti- 
vates us into an eaſy Compliance. 

When we read of the laudable Actions of 
eminent Men in the Annals of paſt Ages, by 
which they adorned the Times they lived in; 
and fignalized themſelves to all Poſterity, with 
what a pleaſing Tranſport and 3 do 
we take the Survey? How do our Hearts 
glow within us? and what fervent Deſires do 
| we 
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we feel kindling in our Breaſts, of equalling 
their Virtues, and excelling in the ſame Kind? 
To this we are indebted for all thoſe Emi- 
nencies in Arts and Sciences, Men have ar- 
rived to in the ſeveral Ages of the World : 
And all thoſe Places in holy Scripture, ex- 
horting us to diffuſe our Light, and diſplay 
our Graces before Men, expreſs to us the 
natural Efficacy which pious and religious 


Examples have to provoke unto Love, and to 
good Works : Hence the Inference is obvious, 


that we ought, in the Courſe of our Lives, to 
have a ſpecial Regard to holy Examples : For 
of ſuch vaſt Difficulty and Moment is the 
Buſineſs of our Salvation, that we had need to 
make uſe of the beſt and moſt advantageous 
Means of ſecuring it. | 
Hence, by the Way, this ſufficiently ſhows 
the indiſcreet Zeal of thoſe, who, retiring 
into Cells or Cloyſters, affect a recluſe and 
ſolitary Life; for this is to put our Candle un- 
der a Buſhel, and be virtuous for ourſelves ; 
when we ought to put it on a Candleſtick, to 
ſet it up to the greateſt Advantage, for en- 
lightning thoſe around us : For we are oblig- 
ed to advance and ſet forward the ſpiritual 
Welfare of others, as well as our own ; which 


being moſt effectually done, by letting our 


Light ſhine before Men, we owe ſo much to 
their Souls Health, as to order our Converſa- 
tion ſo aright, that they may never vo for 

| eir 
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their Direction the Benefit of a pious and 


conſpicuous Example, 
And we lie under no leſs Obligation with 
Reſpect to our own Souls : For all thoſe Im- 
rovements in Grace and Goodneſs that others 
2 — made, in Imitation of our Example, 
will be added to our Account, as originally 
ariſing from our Influence, and ſo be the 
Means of increaſing our Reward. 
And Oh! what a vaſt Advantage have 
Perſons of Note and Figure in this Reſpect, 
above others of inferior Rank and Degree ? 
The Eminency of whoſe Station rendering 
their Actions more viſible, will make their 
Lives - more extenſively uſeful and edifying, 
if they have but taken dueCare to make them 
exemplary ; and conſequently, in Proportion 
to the Number of thoſe they have been, by 
the Luſtre of their good Works, inſtrumental 
in turning to Righteouſneſs; they will receive 
to themſelves the ampler Recompence, and 
be as differently diſtinguiſhed in Glory here- 
alter, as they are in Dignity and Quality 
ere. 
What infinite Reaſon then have ſuch to be 
thankful, to praiſe G o p for their happy Si- 
tuation in Life; and exert their Gratitude to 
Him, by bearing much Fruit unto Holineſs ? 


{ 


I come 
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I come now, ſecondly, to ſhow our Obli- 
gation to this Duty here in the Text, from 
the ſuperior Excellency of the Apoſtolical 
Examples for our Imitation. 

For who ſo likely to know what was he 
good and acceptable Will of Gop, as They 
who had it revealed to them by his own 
Son ; and heard it immediately from his own 
Mouth ? and were withal ſecured from mak- 
ing Miſtakes in receiving it, by the extraordi- 
nary Aids and Aſſiſtances of Gop's Holy 
Spirit? And who ſo likely to lead us into 
all Holineſs, as They who had the Marks of 
his Footſteps for their Guide, who fulfilled all 
Righteouſneſs ? And the Way to excel in 
any Kind, is to place before our Eyes the 
correcteſt and moſt finiſhed Examples. If 
we would draw to the Life, and attain to a 
juſt Fineneſs and Beauty in Painting, we muſt 
copy. after the moſt maſterly Hands; and the 
Apoſtles had the Advantage of forming their 
Actions upon the Model of the moſt conſum- 
mate Example, in which there was not the 
leaſt Stain of Sin, or Mixture of Vice, or 
Shadow of Imperfection: And for this Rea- 
ſon, their Lives were the pureſt and moſt 
free from Spots of any, next to Chriſt's, our 


only infallible Standard of all true Holineſs 


and Virtue ; and therefore their Examples are 
the beſt of mere Men, for us to propoſe as 


Patterns to ourſelves. 
; B | And 
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And the more Excellent the Example, the 
more Room there is for continual Improve- 
ment, and the greater the Excitement to en- 
gage us to quicken our Pace, and double our 
Diligence, and to preſs forward to the Mark, | 
from which we are ſenſible we are yet at ſo | 
far Diſtance. 

And hereby we are carried to higher De- 
grees in Goodneſs, than if we had copied at- 
ter leſs illuſtrious Examples ; which, as ſoon 
as we had reach'd, we ſhould have been apt 
to ceaſe proceeding any farther, as having at- 
tained a Sufficiency, and ſo have fallen ſhort 
of. that more exceeding Weight of Glory, re- 
ſerved for the moſt eminent Saints. 

Great Reaſon therefore have we more eſpe- \ 
cially to propoſe the Apoſtolical Patterns for 
our Examples, thoſe holy Men having the 
greateſt Opportunities of ſetting the pureſt. 

For this Reaſon, no doubt, Thirdly, Go p, 
willing to afford us the beſt Means for our 
{ſpiritual Improvement, has in his wiſe Provi- 
dence thought fit to convey to us a particular 
Narrative of the Lives and Actions of thoſe 
Apoſtolical Men, and tranſmit them down, 
not by uncertain Oral Tradition, but by a 
faithful Record, for the Benefit of Poſterity; 
that Chriſtians, in all ſucceeding Ages of the 
World, amidſt the infinite Variety of ill Ex- 

amples in it, and the Scarcity of good ones, 


and the many Detects of the beſt, might have, 
by 
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by Way of Counterbalance on the one Hand, 
and as a neceſſary Supply on the other, the 
Influences of thoſe excellent Examples for 
their Excitement, and their Models for their 
Direction. 

And that this was the Intention of Go 
in cauſing thoſe Memoirs of their Lives to 
be committed to an authentick Writing, we 
may collect from his holy Word, and 
cularly from that Paſſage already quoted, 
Phil. iii. 17. Brethren, ſays St Paul, be Fol- 
lowers together of me, and mark them which 
walk ſo, as ye have us for an Example. They 
are not, you ſee, propoſed to us as Objects of 
Invocation or Adoration, but as Motives of 
Encouragement, and Copies for our Imita- 
tion; that we ſhould form in our Minds 
Ideas of their ſeveral Graces and Virtues, and 
endeavour to bring our own Lives to as near 
a Conformity with theirs as is poſſible. 

Which, by the Way, ſhows the inexcuſa- 
ble Fault and horrid Impiety of the Church 
of Rome, in denying the People the Uſe of 
that Book, in ahi are contained ſo many 
profitable Examples, on purpoſe recorded by 
Go for our Learning and Inſtruction. And 
if this was the End for which they were 
written, we ought carefully to anſwer his 
gracious Deſign in it, by making that wiſe 
Uſe and Improvement of it. If we fail to 
bulk] his Pleaſure in what was thus intended 


B 2 for 
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for our Good, the edifying Advantages we 
enjoy, of the Light of thoſe bright and ſhin- 
ing Examples, will prove ſo many Aggrava- 
tions of our Guilt, and add greater Weight to 
our Puniſhment. 

How ought this to recommend to us the 
frequent Reading of thoſe holy Oracles ? 
Other fort of Books may indeed, in many 
Caſes, be uſeful; ſome, for the Cultivating 
our Parts, and Improving our Manners ; 
others, for the Entertainment of our Curio- 
ſity, and furniſhing us with Matter for agree- 
able Amuſement, and nice Speculation. But 
the Knowledge of the Scriptures is abſolutely 
neceſſary: There are the Patterns for our 
Morals, and ſuch Examples for our Practice, 
as will, if we purſue their Directions, make 
us wiſe unto Salvation, which is far better. 

Let us then often revolve them in our 
Minds, and imprint the Idea of their Lives 
deeply on our Hearts, and labour faithfully 
to expreſs them in our own, correcting and 
adjuſting all our Actions by their excellent 
Models ; that ſo imitating them here in all 
Virtue and Godlineſs of Living, we may have 
the fame Aſſurance of Hope, and at laſt in- 
herit the Promiſes of thoſe heavenly Rewards, 
whereof They now reſt poſſeſſed, to their 
great and endleſs Comfort. And this is my 
Second General, to which I propoſed to 


ipeak, 
The 
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The Lives of the very chiefeſt of the Apo- 
ſtles were not without ſome Allay of Sin: 
They had their Foibles and weak Sides as 
well as other Men ; and therefore every Line 
of their Lives could not be defigned b 
Gop for Copies for us Men. But thoug 
they ceaſed to be Patterns in thoſe Inſtances 
wherein they ceaſed to be innocent, yet they 
did not in ſuch Caſes ceaſe to be uſeful. 
Many profitable Leſſons may be collected 
from their Failings and Infirmities, in Rela- 
tion both to Doctrine and Practice: The 
Backſlidings of ſuch Saints effectually over- 
throw that Doctrine, which ſome maintain, 
That Men cannot fall, at leaſt not finally, from 
Grace given. That obſtinate and repeated 
Denial and Abjuration of Chriſt by St Peter, 
is as clear a Demonſtration that he was at 
that Time void of Grace, as his early Con- 
feſſion of him is a Proof that he once had an 
ample Portion of it. St Matt. xvi. 17. 

And the Inſtance of Judas ſhows not only 
the Poſſibility of Falling, but even of falling 
finally away from Grace. For as he muſt be 
ſuppoſed to have true Grace, who was an 
Apoſtle of Chriſt ; ſo what 1s falling finally 
from it, if his Caſe is not a clear Evidence of 
the Thing ? 

This Example alſo affords us a full Confu- 
tation of the Opinion of thoſe, who * 
— 


14 A SER MON Pazacuep 


the Doctrine of Predeſiination to eternal Life: 
For who ſo likely to be the Elect of Gop, 
as thoſe who were choſen Veſſels unto Chriſt ? 
And yet, we here find that one of them, who 
was called to this honourable Office, became 
from an Apoſtle a Son of Perdition. 
Moreover, their recording ſo carefully the 
Miſcarriages of their own Lives, is an unde- 
niable Argument of their Probity and Inte- 
Trity, that what they related for Fact was 
ſtrictly and religiouſly true. For ſince they 
would not conceal Faults ſo exceeding crimi- 
nal and ſcandalous, redounding ſo much to 
their own Diſhonour, we have all the Reaſon 
to credit their Teſtimony in other Matters. 
5 or a Scheme formed on purpoſe to impoſe 
n the World, would naturally have in- 


ined them to caſt a Veil over their own 


Blemiſhes, and mention nothing in their own 
. but what would have been of Advan- 
ge to their Characters. 

80 far are thoſe Caſes, wherein they ſinned 
ſo grievouſly, from overthrowing, or ſo much 
as even weakning their Authority, as ſome of 
late have pretended, that their omitting no 
Opportunity of publiſhing their own Crimes, 


carries in it ſuch Proof of their own Honeſty, 


as gives Strength to their Evidence, and Con- 


firmation to our Faith. 
The ſeveral Faults alſo wherewith they 
were overtaken, teach us not to be high-mina- 


ed, 
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ed, but to fear; not to preſume upon our 
own Sufficiency, but to take Heed leſt we 
alſo fall. 011 . 

And as their Examples caution, ſo do they 
yield Conſolation too, by letting us ſee, that 
we need not deſpair when we are down, of 
riſing again by a timely and ſincere Repent- 
ance. 

Their Infirmities, moreover, are of farther 
Uſe to us, (and that brings me to my Text 
again, from which I have made a ſmall, but 
I hope no unprofitable Digreſſion) as ſhow- 
ing us, that their Lives could not be intend- 
ed for ſuch adequate Rules of Practice, as to 


admit of no Exceptions in any Caſe. Inno- 


cence, without Spot and without Blemiſh, 
was to be the diſtinguiſhing Mark and Cha- 
racter of the Meſſias. 1 St Peter i. 18. By 
which our Lord Chr:i/t Jeſus approved Him- 
ſelf worthy of all Acceptation ; to Gop, as 
to his Expiation ; and to Us, as to his Pre- 
tenſions. He is the only Perſon in whoſe Life 
there are no Defects, or Blemiſhes of any 
kind ; and therefore the only Pattern we can 
in all Things imitate without Hazard ; with- 
out Fear of Danger, or being miſled. 

So far and no farther the Apoſtolical Mo- 
dels are Rules to us, as we have his Autho- 
rity for our Security: I mean, with Reſpect 


to thoſe Actions of his which were the In- 


ſtances of his Humanity and Goodneſs : For 
there 


| 
| 
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there are many Actions of the Apoſtles, in 
which they were Followers of Chriſt, which 
are not within the Verge of our Power, and 
ſo were never intended to be copied out 
by us in Kind, viz. thoſe ſtupendous and 
miraculous Signs and Wonders they wrought, 
by Virtue of a Power delegated from Him, 
for the Confirmation of their Miſſion, and 
the Truth of thoſe Doctrines He ſent them 
to preach. In theſe, they are to be believed, 
but cannot be imitated ; and in theſe, by the 
Way, Christ abundantly ſhewed * 4 his 
Glory: Every one of which Miracles of theirs 
being a convincing Demonſtration of the eter- 


nal Power and Godhead of Him, who could 


give ſuch ſupernatural Gifts unto Men. 

Excepting theſe, and ſome ſuch ſpecial 
Caſes, we may follow their Steps, where they 
tallied with His, who is the Truth, and the 
Way. 

In framing then our Actions according to 
Scriptural Precedents, we ought to have con- 
tinual Reſpect to his moſt holy Life ; and in 
obſerving their Behaviour, at the ſame Time 
eye his Example: that ſo having his Doings 
conſtantly in our View, we may find out 
what is amiſs in theirs, and ſteer our Courſe 
right, by Virtue of his moſt unerring Direc- 
tion. And though we may be ſure after all 
our Endeavours to fall ſhort, as well as they; 
we, far ſhort of the Pattern he has ſet us; 


yet 
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— if we 3 — 3 we can, 
e will be” accepted for the infinite 
Woh r the Original, and its Value en- 
hanſed in Proportion to the Degrees of Re- 
band li e 255. 418 u gf 
Let us thien earneſtly ſtrive to be like Him, 
by bearing as near a Similitude as poſſible to 
all his imitable Perfections: Let us ſet before 
us all thoſe Virtues He vouchſafed to exer- 
ciſe among us, as 'conftant Directions, and 
exact Rules to model and faſhion all our Ac- 
tions by. And how ' tonfcious foever we 
may be of our own Frailty, yet if there be 
but in us a Willingneſs of Spirit, we need 
not fear but that Go p will, upon our hearty 
Prayers to him, aſſiſt the Weakneſs of our 
Fleſh, and enable us by his Grace to x 
fach an Obedience, as will, through the Me- 
rits of Chriſt, be acceptable to Salvation and 
Happineſss. Tis 161 


I come now, in the Third and laſt Place, 
to ſhow you how.] exactly this Precept was 
fulfilled by the Bleſſed Martyr of the Day. 

Theſe Words lead me to conſider, not his 
Regal, but his Chriſtian and Moral Charac- 
ter: For Chriſt hunſelf tells us, St John xviii. 
36. that his Kingdom was not of this World. 
I fay, theſe: Words do not lead me to conſi- 
der. the Regal, but the Chtiſtian and Moral 
Character of — Martyr. In the 
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firſt indeed there were conſiderable Blemiſhes; 
he uſurped an Authority which was very il- 
legal; was guilty of the Breach of the Law 
in ſeveral Caſes, Which ought to have been 
the Rule of his Adminiſtration in all: Caſes 
too obvious to need a er- Recital, and 
withal ſufficient to juſtify an Oppoſition, but 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs: Of which, as ſoon 
as he became ſenſible that he had gone too 
great Lengths, made unwarrantable Infringe- 
ments upon the Liberties of the People, he 
voluntarily, without Compulſion, without be- 
ing in the leaſt conſtrained by the Neceſſity 
of his Affairs, (for the Civil War was not yet 
begun) retreated to the Verge of his Prero- 
gative, redreſſed 2 rievances, and made 
ample Reparation e preceding Miſcon- 
duct of bis Reign : Plain — of his 
ſincerely repenting him of the Evil, and ſure 
Earneſts withal of his Intentions for the Fu- 
ture, rightly and truly to have governed theſe 
Kingdoms, had his Subjects afforded him an 
Opportunity, by returning to the Bounds of 
their Duty and Allegiance: Which, as they 
did not, but obſtinately perſiſted in their En- 
croachments, continued daily in making the 
moſt extravagant Demands; Demands plain- 
ly ſhewing, it was not the Recovery of their 
Privileges and Properties, but unlimitedneſs 
of Power, and Dominion, which they had 
in View. And conſequently, They verily, 
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and not He, were chargeable with that Con- 
fuſion, that Ravage and Bloodſhed, and all 
thoſe other wicked Works, which akerwards 
enſued. | | 
But -I ſhall purſue this Point no further, 
than whilſt I briefly obſerve to you, the happy 
Situation we are in, who live under a Prince, 
whoſe Conduct in Government, ever ſince 
he aſcended the 'Throne, has tallied ſo exact- 
ly with the Laws of the Land, (a moſt cer- 
tain Pledge of his final Perſeverance therein) 
that it may be truly ſaid, Qui pro Rege, eſt 
pro Patrid : That a cloſe and active Attach- 
ment to His Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment, is a ſure, nay, the beſt Evidence of 
true Patriotiſm ; '£'© our hearty Love and Aft- 
fection for our Country; whoſe Intereſt yet 
(Strange | but verily there is ſuch a Fault 
among us) is — v4 the; grand Pretence of 
oppoſing his Meaſures : From whence, with- 
out Doubt, ſuch Concluſions have been 
drawn, and ſuch Repreſentations made, as 
there is great Reaſon to believe, lately gave to 
the Diſaffected among us but too much En- 
couragement for an open Rebellion. Which 
ought to be a forceable Motive with us for 
the Future, to ceaſe from ſuch cauſeleſs Ani- 
moſities, productive of ſuch miſchievous Con- 
ſequences; and engage us in an unanimaus 
—— with the wiſe Methods of His 
Majeſty's Adminiſtration. 
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But to return to the Matter in Hand, vi. 
the Chriſtian and Moral Character of our 
Bleſſed Martyr, from which I have a little 
deviated; wherein I ſhall now ſhew you, - 
how near a Reſemblance there is to the A | 
ſtolical in all Things, wherein they: walked! | 
as Chriſt walked; I mean, wherein Confor- 
mity is obligator x. "Ys 
He was not indeed a Preacher ꝙ Faith and 
Righteouſneſs, an Office in which they were 
ſo converſant ; not being thereunto called of 
God, as they (like unto Chrif) were: but 
He was full of both; rich-in Faith, and alſo 
in good Works. As to Faith, He was a ſtrict 
Follower of the Apoſtles, in that Faith which. 
they received of the Lord Jes; which is 
no other than the Faith of that Church, of | 
which He was a moſt eminent & Profeſſor ; a | 
Faith fo pure and undefiled, that whoſoever 
embraces it truly, muſt neceſſarily be a ſound | 
and orthodox Believer. And as in Faith, fo - 
did He alſo in like manner copy after them, 
as they copied after that great Original, in 
wr  5 and true Holineſs; without 
which his Faith, as Primitive and Apoſtolical 
as it 'was, would have been nothing worth ; 
but with this Addition, it was perfe& and 
entire, wanting nothing, to render Him a 
finiſhed and accompliſhed Chriſtian. I don't 
mean ſtrictly ſo ſpeaking as if his Life was 
without the leaſt Stain, or Mixture of Sin : 
For | 
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For” to maintain this, would be to aſſert a 
great Untruth; as it alſo would be, to deny 
for that Reaſon that He was a Follower of 
| the Apoſtles: for they were not abſolutely 
| perfect, as their Lord and Maſter was 
fe; but had their Slips and Falls, to which 
human Nature, through original Corruption, 
will ever be liable. But, blefled be Gon 
for which, through his Mercies and CHrift's 
Merits, gracious Abatements will be made. 
But though they had Sin, yet they did not 
iſe any; neither did He: He was taxa- 
le with no vicious Habits, or criminal In- 
dulgences. For we ſhould not have failed 
of hearing of them, as He had ſuch cruel 
and malicious Enemies, had there been the 
leaſt Ground for accuſing Him of any ; and 
Silence, in ſuch Caſe, is Argument fufficient 
that there was no Room for Defamation. 
And as his Life was not ſullied with a 
| ſinfal Habits, or criminal Indulgences, ſo it 
' ſhined with the Luſtre of Piety, and all 
thoſe Graces and Virtues, which made the 
Apoſtles ſo worthy of Imitation. As to the 
Duties of divine Worſhip, in which they, in 
Imitation of our Saviour, were fo frequent, 
we are informed by an Hiſtorian of thoſe 
Times, one of unexceptionable Credit and 
Veracity, that He was very ſtrict in obſerving 
the Hours of his private Cabinet Devotions, 
and alſo the Times of offering up in „ 
| 8 
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8. Sacrifice of Prayer and Thankſgiving to 
OD. 1 non, 8. 80 

And as He was ſo remarkable for Piety, ſo 
we may therefore conclude He was not de- 
ficient in Morality; in every Point of which, 
Religion naturally and almoſt neceſſarily ex- 
cites Men to the Performance of their Obli- 

ons. 0 bed 

But for Proof of this, we need not have 
recourſe to mere Deductions from Reaſon ; 
the aforeſaid Author, in his Character of 
Him, deſcribes. Him to have been in Fact, 
a Prince of ſtrict Juſtice, of great Mercy, 
Chaſtity and Sobriety ; of Saint-like Meek- 
neſs, Patience, and much Charity. In any 


one Branch of which, he has never been 


Caron with Miſrepreſentation. As to the 
laſt Particulars, we have an additional Con- 
firmation of them, viz. the Teſtimony of 
our Church, in one of the Prayers in the 
Office of the Day; wherein we are directed 


* to magnify Gop's holy Name for his 


* abundant Grace beſtowed upon our mar- 
<< tyred Sovereign, by which he was enabled 
<< ſo chearfully to follow the Steps of his 
<< bleſſed er and Saviour, in a conſtant 
<* meek Suffering of all barbarous Indigni- 
* ties, and at laſt reſiſting unto Blood; and 
even then, according to the ſame Pattern, 
<< praying for his Murderers.” And as He 
thus in Life and Death followed the good 


Examples 
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Examples of theſe holy Men, the Apoſtles, 


as they did that of Chriſt, the great Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith; ſo we may reſt 


aſſured, that He is now Partaker with them 
of his heavenly Kingdom. 


Now to God the Father, Gop the Son, 
and Gop the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 
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